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The eighth International Symposium on Flavins 
and Flavoproteins was held at Sussex University, 
England in July 1984. Such are the advances in 
publishing that this massive volume, containing 
over 150 separate contributions from the meeting, 
could be published before the end of the same 
year. Rapid publication is essential if symposia 
volumes are to gain some advantage over the 
regular scientific journals since many contribu- 
tions to symposia such as this are small snippets 
taken from fuller papers already in press or in 
preparation. In this case, the editors and 
publishers are to be congratulated. 
An advantage of symposia volumes is that they 
can gather together under one heading diverse con- 
tributions on a particular subject to give an idea of 
the current state of the art. This volume has the 
contributions sorted into six categories: Flavin 
chemistry (with 14 contributions), flavoprotein 
structure (50 contributions), enzyme reaction 
mechanisms (65 contributions), modified flavins (9 
contributions), biomedical aspects (12 contribu- 
tions) and practical applications of flavoprotein 
studies (5 contributions). An author and subject 
index is also included. As can be seen from the 
relative number of contributions to each section, 
structure and function dominate. These reflect not 
only interest in the previously dominating role of 
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flavin but also, as pointed out by Williams, 
Arscott and Swenson, the increasing interest in the 
structure of the protein and the function of specific 
amino acid residues which confer on the flavin its 
specific reactivity. This area has taken a new lease 
of life with the emergence of molecular genetic 
techniques such as gene manipulation and 
nucleotide sequencing. Several papers address 
themselves to this aspect and fit nicely with the 
results of the more physical techniques described 
such as X-ray crystallography, NMR, EPR (and 
ENDOR), Raman spectroscopy, electron micros- 
copy and stopped-flow kinetic analysis. 
The problem with a volume of this size and 
range is that anyone other than the most special- 
ized reader is going to find it a struggle to place 
the information in context. Most of the large 
number of contributions are four pages or less, 
mainly experimental results with only a brief in- 
troduction and even less discussion. This may serve 
a conference poster session very well,but does not 
add up to a useful book. What would have been of 
value here would be some slightly longer contribu- 
tions at the beginning of each section reviewing 
and setting the scene for the subsequent short 
papers. As it is, the sum is not greater than the 
parts, which is a pity. 
J.M. Wrigglesworth 
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